
NCW’s comments to George Howard: 
 
In the middle of November 2023 I have an ecstatic letter from my former student and 
present collaborator Dr. Steve Coulson to say that the local organiser of an April 2024 
conference (IAU and UK sponsored) in Durham UK wonders if I could give the evening public 
lecture at the conference on search for alien life.  I agree and she then writes to me to ask 
for a title and an abstract that I supply.  Now, a few days ago, she writes to say that my 
talk/abstract were rejected by the Scientific organising committee.  These are the relevant 
letters: 
 

 
 
 
This kind of behaviour has come to be normal in the present day. 
 
I think the fear is that my priority in starting this whole field will come to light with my 
lecture, and their claim to take all this as theirs will be foiled. 


